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A very busy period has passed since my last missive.  Preparations move apace on the Thanks For Life (TFL) 
project, with Tony, Ned, Peter Gartrell and Graham Kirker and I going to Horsham for a District briefing on 
the 2nd September.  The District proposals are very much a menu of possibilities that each Club can choose 
from as their fund raising methods, and once I have met with the other two Lewes Club Presidents to discuss 
overall strategy we will, in our Club, pull together a specific TFL planning team and go forward with our 
plans. 
 
The Golf Day on the 10th August was a big success and my thanks go to all concerned for making the day go 
so well, specifically Peter Boyse and David Thrush, who worked very hard to ensure success. 
 
[ƛƴŘŀ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ΨCŀŎǘ CƛƴŘƛƴƎΩ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǘswolds (tough job ς someone has to do 
it), and we have finalised our basic plans for the Fellowship Weekend next year, on the 26th, 27th and 28th of 
March 2010.   I am looking forward to taking the speaker slot on the 1st October to present details of the 
weekend to you all. 
 
On other matters I would like to say on behalf of the Club that we are all mindful of the difficult times that 
Cyril is having with his health at the moment, and I know that if he needs any assistance from the Club in any 
way he has only to ask. 
 
Finally just to say what a pleasure it was on the 10th to see Bob Barrett back to lunch with us. 

ALAN½S ALEGORY 
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Treasurerõs Corner 

T 

 

The Treasurer reports that the balances as at the 14 September 2009 were as follows :- 

 

 £   p 

Charity Account 15,802.79 

General Account 1,254.85 

Hospitality Account 1,847.02 

Skittles Account  209.47 

 

 
Of the balance in the Charity Account, about £4,750 is accounted for as restricted funds. 
 
 
Only one membership sub remains unpaid but unfortunately the Treasurer has not provided me with this 
name.  As you may know, a name and address are needed before I can start the court proceedings !   Maybe 
next month. 
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Speakers 
 
 

MARTHA POSSEGGER 

 
 

 
Martha Possegger, the 14 year old Lewes squash player, is already ranked fourth in the sportôs national 
ratings for her age group. Martha, who attends Priory School and has been a member of the Southdown 
Sports Club, won the French Junior Open in 2008 and now regularly participates in international competitions. 
 
 
This summer Marthaôs outstanding potentiality was recognised by a national development grant from Sports 
Aid. The £500 award was funded by the Rotary Club of Lewes. On September 3

rd
, Martha and her mother 

came to thank the Club for its sponsorship, and spoke about the high personal commitment and constant 
parental support that are now required for a youngster to achieve success in a competitive sport.   
 
 
Martha and her mother explained different aspects of her squash career to date and informed us about her 
progress.  She is clearly a very talented and successful player with enthusiastic parents who wants to go far 
but is frustrated by the way in which the sport is structured in this country and particularly the refusal by British 
Olympic Association to include it in the next Olympics.  However they are determined to press ahead we wish 
them every success.  We will follow her career with interest.  
 
Ned Binks 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 Mrs Possegger,  Martha and President Alan   (just in case you were in any doubt !) 
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DISTRICT GOVE RNOR DAVID HODGE  
 

(A personal view) 
 

Our District Governor, David Hodge, was a welcome visitor to the Club on 27 August. 
 
When he summarised the three principal topics he intended to cover ï and one of them was simply entitled 
ñYour Clubò ï many of us were on full alert, wondering exactly what he would say.   
 
But before he got to that subject, he outlined the progress being made with Polio Plus, which, of course, is 
something with which all Rotarians ought to be justly proud, and went on to talk about a special Rotary Day on 
the 23

rd
 February.   He was particularly enthusiastic about the forthcoming ñimmunisation tripò to India where 

he told us that a staggering 160 million children were expected to be immunised in a period of just one week.   
Where else, he asked, could five childrenôs lives be saved for just Ã1? 
 
And then he came to the subject of the Club.  He had heard on the grapevine, he said, that we were 
considering changes to our recruitment policy.   Where that particular grapevine is growing - or who told David 
about its supposed existence - is anybodyôs guess, and in any event seems to be a figment of the imagination 
because no Club decisions have been made, nor indeed Club discussions held, on the subject.  What has 
been said is a necessary truism; that because of our ageing demographic it is necessary, as it always has 
been since our inception in 1923, to look for new Members.   However, David cautioned against recruitment 
just to swell numbers, instancing the difficulties encountered by some of the larger American Clubs numbering 
over 100 Members.   David then echoed what Donald has said so many times in the past: quality rather than 
quantity.   But above all, he did not seek to peddle the views of others, stating in the clearest of terms that 
decisions about our Club and its Membership were ours, and ours alone, and he, for one, would not seek to 
influence them. 
 
Who could argue with that ?       Peter Oldfield 
 
 
 

 
 
 

President Alan and DG David  
 

 (has David made him an offer he canôt refuse ? ï this might explain the look of shock on Alanôs face !)
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The Rotary Club of Lewes ran another successful charity Day at Lewes Golf Club on Monday 10 August. 
 
 
28 teams of four entered and the winning scores belied the rather damp and windy conditions that prevailed 
during the afternoon. The winning team represented the East Sussex National Farmers Union and comprised 
David Carr and Malcolm Gann from East Brighton, Steve Gower from Tunbridge Wells, and Richard Turner 
from Lewes. They just pipped a team from Lewes entered by the Club Captain John McAdams. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
President Alan, again, with assorted winners, dignitaries and bags ï what ï no prize for the best caddy ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROTARY GOLF DAY 
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This was the ninth Charity Golf Day run by the Rotary Club and the club are grateful to Lewes Golf club for 
providing the course which was in excellent condition. All players enjoyed a buffet meal after playing to 
conclude a very successful day. 
 
Next year the Club will aim for a bumper year to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the event which then will 
have raised in excess of £50,000 for local charities. 
 
 
Over £4,700 was raised for the nominated Charities which were The Golden Lion Trust, St Wilfrids Hospice in 
Eastbourne, and the Charitable fund of the Rotary Club of Lewes. Representatives from the two main charities 
were on hand to help the President of the Rotary Club, Alan Jackson, and the Captain of Lewes Golf Club, 
John McAdams, present the prizes to the winning teams. 

 

Peter Boyse    (Greatest Living Sportsman) 


